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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 14988 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: JA 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA'S MIDDLE EAST TRIP: CHANGED 
ITINERARY 

REFS: A. TOKYO 14987 B. CAIRO 19137 

1 . MOFA'S MIDDLE EASTERN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU 
DIRGEN CHIBA TOLD POLCOUNS AUGUST 18 THAT EGYPTIANS 
HAD BEEN UNABLE TO AGREE TO JAPANESE REQUEST TO POSTPONE 
PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA'S CAIRO VISIT TO SEPTEMBER 14 OR 15. 

AT SAME TIME EGYPTIANS TOLD JAPANESE THAT SADAT’S SON'S 
WEDDING, SCHEDULED FOR MID-SEPTEMBER, ALSO CANCELED. 

2. CHIBA SAID JAPANESE HAD BEEN CONCERNED THAT UAE, 

KUWAIT AND QUATAR MIGHT BE INSULTED OVER LATE REQUEST 
TO HAVE FUKUDA VISIT THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES FOR ONE 
DAY, WITH IMPLICATION THEY WERE SECOND CHOICE. HOWEVER, 

INITIAL PERSIAN GULF STATES REACTION HAD BEEN VERY 
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POSITIVE. ALTHOUGH BECAUSE OF HOLIDAY, NO FINAL ANSWERS 
OBTAINED, UAE, KUWAIT AND QUATAR PROMISED TO REPLY AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. MANSFIELD 
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